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TO  THE  MEMBERS  OF  THE  SILSTON 
EDUCATION  COMMITTEE. 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

The  report  on  the  Medical  Inspection  of  School  Children  for 
iQip — being  the  twelfth  Annual  Report — is  again  somewhat 
abbreviated  and  follows  generally  the  lines  laid  down  in  circular  935 
and  974  of  the  Board  of  Education  and  indicates  the  character  and 
volume  of  the  work  done  during  the  year  and  the  results  of  “  follow¬ 
ing  up  ”  and  treatment. 

Notwithstanding  some  difficulties,  the  inspections  carried  out 
have  been  strictly  in  accordance  with  the  code  viz  ; —  “  entrants  ”  or 
those  newly  admitted  to  school  life,  at  or  about  5  years  ;  “  intermed¬ 
iates  ”  or  those  who  reach  the  age  of  8  years  ;  and  “  leavers  ”  children 
between  12  and  13  years  of  age,  together  with  others  over  13  years 
who  had  not  already  been  examined  after  reaching  the  age  of  12. 

The  examination  of  ‘‘special  cases” — children  presented 
because  of  some  apparent  ailment  or  defect  or  requiring  medical  sup¬ 
ervision — formerly  a  distinctive  feature  of  the  school  medical  service 
in  this  area  is  with  the  introduction  of  the  third  or  “Intermediate”' 
examination,  not  now  so  necessary.  The  general  routine  and  methods 
of  inspection,  and  notices  and  instructions  to  parents,  have  not 
differed  in  any  essential  degree  from  those  of  previous  years. 

The  School  Medical  Officer  is  also  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
and  there  is,  therefore,  complete  co-ordination  between  the  Public 
Health  and  the  School  Medical  Service  ;  and  notices  of  infectious 
disease  amongst  scholars,  with  necessary  instructions,  continue  to  be 
forwarded  to  Head  Teachers. 

During  the  year  91  visits  (in  addition  to  visits  for  general 
purposes)  have  been  made  to  departments  for  Medical  Inspection,, 
and  in  all,  1784  examinations  have  been  made,  comprising  691 
Entrants,  516  Intermediates,  570  Leavers,  and  7  Specials  or  re-exam¬ 
inations,  as  compared  with  1434  inspections  in  1918. 
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The  following  Table  (ia)  shows  the  number  of  children  inspected 
from  the  ist  January,  1919  to  31st  December,  1919  : — 


Boys  ... 
Girls  ... 

Entrants 

Interm’d 

Leavers 

Sp.  Cases 

Total. 

326 

365 

268 

248 

280 

290 

0 

881 

903 

Totals ... 

691 

516 

570 

7 

1784 

The  following  are  particulars  of  defects  found  during  Medical 
Inspection  : — 

Clothing.  — Of  the  children  examined  72.08%  were  found  to  be 
satisfactory  and  27.92%  more  or  lass  unsatisfactory. 

Footgear. — 72-37%  were  satisfactory  and  27.63%  unsatisfactory. 

Cleanliness  of  Head. — Of  the  children  examined  94.96%  were 
clean  (i.e.  no  nits  or  pediculi)  and  5.04%  had  nits. 

Cleanliness  of  Body. — 77-35%  were  clean  and  22.65%  not 
clean,  the  condition  varying  in  degree  among  different  children. 

Teeth. — 23.82%  of  the  children  were  found  to  have  sound  teeth, 
64.74%  had  less  than  four  decayed,  and  11.44%  four  or  more 
decayed. 

Nose  and  Throat. — Of  the  children  examined  90.68%  had  no 
defect,  3-75%  were  mouth  breathers;  3-46%  had  tonsils  slightly  en¬ 
larged;  1.3%  had  tonsils  much  enlarged;  3%  had  slight  Adenoids; 
.3%  had  marked  Adenoids;  and  .21%  had  diseases  of  Glands. 

External  Eye  Disease. — Of  the  children  examined  99.67%  had 
no  disease ;  .11%  had  Blepharitis  ;  .11%  had  Corneal  Opacitus  ;  and 
.11%  had  other  diseases. 

Ear  Disease  and  Hearing. — Of  the  children  examined  99.83% 
had  no  disease  and  .17%  Otorrhoea. 

Speech. — Of  the  children  examined  99.16%  were  not  defective, 
and  .84%  had  defective  articulation. 

Heart  and  Circulation. — Of  the  children  examined  99.66% 
had  no  disease;  .17%  had  Functional  Disease;  and  .17%  Anaemia. 

Lungs. — 99-44%  of  the  children  examined  had  no  disease;  .13% 
had  Chronic  Bronchitis  and  Bronchial  Catarrh  ;  .22%  Tuberculosis  ; 
and  .22%  suspected  Tuberculosis. 

Tuberculosis  (non-pulmonary). — Of  tha  children  examined 
99.89%  had  no  disease  and  .11%  had  Glandular  disease. 

Skin. _ 99-94%  of  the  number  of  children  examined  had  no 

disease  and  .06%  suffered  from  some  forms  of  Skin  disease. 
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Attendance  of  Parents. 

During  the  year  423  parents  attended  the  inspection  as  compared 
with  341  in  the  previous  year  and  400  in  1917.  The  parents  continue 
to  show  appreciation  of  Medical  Inspection  and  in  no  case  has  any 
objection  been  raised. 


PreYious  Medical  History  of  Scholars. 

The  previous  medical  history  of  the  children,  according  to  the 
statements  made  by  their  parents  or  guardians,  is  given  in  percentage 
in  the  three  age  groups. 


Thus,  in  the  Infant  Departments  of  the  691  children  inspected  : 

54.8  per  cent  were  said  to  have  suffered  from  Measles. 

Whooping  Cough. 


18.8 

•3 

•4 


j  5 
j  ^ 
?  j 
j ) 


> ) 
55 
55 


55 


55 
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Chicken  Pox. 
Scarlet  P'ever. 
Diphtheria. 


In  the  “Intermediates”  of  the  516  children  inspected  : 

62.8  per  cent  were  said  to  have  suffered  from  Measles. 

30.2  ,,  ,,  ,,  Whooping  Cough, 

14. 1  ,,  ,,  ,,  Chicken  Pox. 

2.7  ,,  ,,  ,,  Scarlet  Fever. 

.2  ,,  ,,  ,,  Diphtheria.  # 


In  the  “Senior”  Departments  of  the  570  children  inspected  : 

71  per  cent  were  said  to  have  suffered  from  Measles. 

30-2  ,,  ,,  ,,  Whooping  Cough. 

16.7  ,,  ,,  ,,  Chicken  Pox. 

9.3  55  55  55  Scarlet  Fever. 

.8  ,,  ,,  ,,  Diphtheria. 


Arrangements  for  Following  Up  Cases. 

The  parents  of  the  children  are  notified  of  any  defect  found  during 
inspection,  and  it  is  the  duty  of  the  school  nurse  t' ^  follow  up  these 
cases  by  visits  to  the  homes  until  the  defects  are,  ys  far  as  possible 
remedied  or  relieved. 

The  School  Nurse  reports  that  she  made  monthly  visits 
to  the  schools,  and  visited  the  homes  of  the  children  for  defects  noti¬ 
fied  at  medical  inspection  and  for  cases  of  dirty  heads,  defective  cloth¬ 
ing,  footgear  and  skin  rashes,  etc.  During  the  year  she  str.es  the 
domiciliary  'visits  numbered  1949. 


At  the  schools  it  is  her  duty  to  examine  the  children  as  to  the 
condition  of  clothing,  footgear,  and  uncleanness  of  head  and  body  etc. 
She  reports  that  improvement  was  noticed  in  the  condition  of  the  heads 
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and  persons  of  the  children  ;  that  the  clothing  was,  as  a  rule,  satis¬ 
factory  but  that  in  a  certain  number  of  cases  the  footgear  was  bad. 

The  condition  as  to  clothing  and  footgear  varies  considerably  in 
the  same  children  at  different  periods  of  the  year.  Improvement  is 
secured  for  a  time  but  it  is  not  always  maintained;  and  it  is  therefore 
difficult  to  classify  the  conditions  definitely  as  remedied,  improved  or 
unchanged. 

School  Clinic. 

The  value  of  the  School  Clinic,  especially  in  connection  with 
minor  ailments,  continues. 

The  following  are  particulars  of  the  cases  dealt  with  at  the 
Clinic  during  the  year  : — 


Cause  of  i 

Attendance.  j 

Cases . 

No.  of 
At’nd. 

Relieved  or  Cured. 

B. 

Heads 

25 

297 

25 

G. 

j  ,  •  •  • 

408 

4199 

405  3  still  on  books. 

B. 

Skin  Disease  ... 

65 

1304 

60  5  ,,  ,, 

G. 

M  n  •  •  • 

58 

1201 

53  5  ! »  ’ » 

B. 

Ringworm 

24 

396 

24 

G. 

26 

382 

25  I 

B. 

Blight 

15 

183 

15 

G. 

,, 

25 

206 

25 

B. 

Mumps  ^... 

1 1 

147 

1 1 

G. 

n  •  •  • 

7 

126 

7 

B. 

Neglect 

7 

12 

7 

G. 

^  ?  •  •  • 

3 

IS 

3 

I 

Mal-Nutrition 

6 

122 

42  )j  )) 

1 

3 

36 

3 

B, 

Miscellaneous 

55 

373 

54-  I 

G. 

J  J 

38 

291 

38 

B. 

Running  Ears 

16 

125 

16  • 

G. 

5  )  M 

20 

153 

20 

Totals 

812 

9601 

795  17 

These  cases  include  children  who  returned  during  the  year  even 
more  than  once  with  the  same  defect  or  with  fresh  defects. 

School  Closure  and  Exclusions. 

297  children  were  excluded  from  school  during  the  year  for 
periods  varying  from  three  days  to  twelve  weeks  for  different  causes, 
the  chief  being  uncleanness  and  Ringworm  or  other  Skin  disease. 

Heights  and  Weights  of  School  Children. 

The  following  Table  gives  the  highest  and  lowest  heights  and 
weights  of  the  three  age-groops  in  the  various  schools. 


ENTRANTS. 
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BOYS. 

GIRLS. 

No. 

Examined 

E[  eights 
in  Inches 

We 
in  Pc 

ight 

5unds 

•4-» 

C/) 

> 

0 

No. 

Examined 

Heights 
in  Inches 

Weight 
in  Pounds 

Hgh’st 

1 

Low’st 

FIgh’st 

Hgh’st 

Low’st 

Hgh’st 

Low’st 

Stonefield 

8i 

44 

35 

48 

25 

88 

44 

33 

49 

25 

Fraser  St. 

53 

45-50 

36. 50 

45-50 

29.50 

77 

46.50 

36 

47 

28. 50 

St.  Martinis 

33 

45 

36.50 

44 

33 

24 

43 

34 

45 

29.50 

Ettingshall 

45 

43-75 

35 

46 

31 

41 

44 

36 

47-50 

31 

St.  Saviour’s  ... 

22 

44 

35 

58 

28 

27 

44 

35 

48 

35 

St.  Edward’s  ... 

4' 

43-75 

37 

46 

32 

45 

43 

36.50 

47 

33 

St.  Luke’s 

25 

44 

35-50 

45.50 

32 

37 

44-50 

35-50 

49-50 

30 

Holy  Irinity  ... 

26 

43-50 

34-50 

50.50 

29.50 

26 

45 

37 

46.50 

32.50 

Highest  and 
Lowest  i'utals  .. . 

45.50 

34.50 

58 

25 

46.50 

33 

49-50 

25 

INTERMEDIATES. 


BOYS, 


GIRLS. 


D 

.  G 

Heights 
in  Inches 

Weight  1 
in  Pounds  j 

■x; 

<D 

G 

Heights 
in  Inches 

Weight 
in  Pounds 

0 

z  5 

X 

W 

"So 

X 

Low’st 

Hgh’st 

^  1 

t/5  ! 

> 

0 

J 

6  -p 

Iz;  § 

X 

w 

Hgh’st 

Low’st 

1 

j 

Hgh’st 

Low’st 

Stonefield 

49 

50.75 

41 

60 

41 

38 

52.75 

39-75 

68 

37 

Fraser  St. 

47 

53 

42 

57 

38 

52 

51 

42.50 

62 

36 

St.  Martin’s 

33 

50 

43 

60 

41 

31 

56.50 

41 

72 

39 

Ettingshall 

25 

49-50 

43 

62 

42 

33 

51 

42 

60 

38 

St.  Saviour’s  ... 

19 

51 

43 

53-75 

48 

20 

52 

42 

64 

38 

St.  Edward’s  ... 

49 

50.50 

42 

60 

40.50 

27 

48 

41.50 

55.25 

41 

St.  Luke’s 

26 

59-  50 

42.75 

60 

37 

28 

49 

42.50 

54 

38 

Holy  'Lrinity  ... 

20 

50.1 

41 

60. 1 

39-50 

19 

50.50 

40.75 

61 

35 

Highest  and 
Lowest  Totals  ... 

59-50 

41 

62 

37 

56.50 

39-75 

72 

35 

LEAVERS. 


eOYS. 

GIRLS. 

No. 

Examined 

Heights 
in  Inches 

Weight 
in  Pounds 

N  0. 

Examined 

Heights 
in  Inches 

Weight 
in  Pounds 

Hgh’st 

Low’st 

j 

Hgh’st 

Lowest 

j'i 

'tuO 

> 

0 

h- 1 

Hgh’st 

Low’st 

Stonefield 

61 

56 

46.75 

87 

54 

80 

58.50 

48.75 

90 

49 

Fraser  St. 

63 

64 

46 

102 

48 

63 

61.50 

44 

90 

47 

St.  Martin’s 

41 

58.50 

48 

100 

47 

28 

59 

46.50 

84 

42 

Ettingshall 

27 

59-50 

48.50 

88 

54 

33 

60.50 

50 

92 

53 

St.  Saviour’s  ... 

1 1 

59 

48 

78 

63 

19 

61 

47 

82 

55 

St.  Leonard’s  ... 

35 

59-50 

46.50 

90.50 

52.50 

33 

60.50 

50.50 

92 

53-50 

St.  Luke’s 

20 

58.50 

50.75 

87 

53 

22 

58 

49-75 

80 

47 

Holy  Trinity  ... 

22 

55-3 

48. 1 

77 

51 

12 

57.75 

48 

86 

45-50 

Highest  and 
Lowest  Totals  . . . 

64 

46 

102 

47 

61.50 

44 

92 

42 
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TABLE  IL 

RETURN  OF  DEFECTS 
found  in  the  Course  of  Medical  Inspection  in  1919. 


Defect  or  Disease. 


Skin — Malnutrition 
Uncleanliness 
Head 
Body 

Ringworm  : 

Head 
Body 

Skin — Scabies 
Impetigo 
Other  Disease 

Eye — Defective  Vision  and  squint 
External  eye  disease 
Ear — Defective  Hearing 
Ear  Disease  ... 

Teeth — Dental  Disease  (see  page  4  for 
details) 

lMosc  and  Throat — Enlarged  Tonsils 
Adenoids 

Enlarged  Tonsils  and  Adenoids. .- 
Defective  Speech 

Heart  and  Circulation — Heart  Disease... 
Organic 
Functional 
Anaemia 

Lungs — Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  : 
Definite 
Suspected 
Cnronic  Bronchitis 
Other  Disease 
Nervous  System — Epilepsy 

tShorea  ...  ... 

Other  Disease 

Non- pulmonary  Tuberculosis  : 
Glands 

Bones  and  Joints 
Other  Forms  ... 

Rickets 
Deformities 

Other  Defects  or  Diseases 


ns 

o 

V 

w 

u 

1) 


84 

263 


1 

6 

3 

23 


a; 


^  <y 

o  J  S 

O  — "  -1-' 

-I  >  >H 

^  r-,  O 

cT  aj 
oj  «  , 

^  o  ^ 

aj  s-i 

j:2  cj  w 

S  ^  U 

3  G  1_ 

3 


Ui 

o 

Tj 

o;  ^ 

1-1 

aj  a; 
■-w  a 
V 


aj 


a 

V 


6 

141 


I 

3 

4 
3 


1 

2 
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TABLE  IV. 

TREATMENT  OF  DEFECTS  OF  CHILDREN  DURING  1919 


Condition. 

No.  of  defects 
found  for  which 
treatment  was  con¬ 
sidered  necessary. 

No.  of 
defects  for 
which  no 
report  is 
available. 

No.  of  defects 

treated 

Re 

tret 

CD 

a 

a; 

suits 

itme 

> 

0 

a 

a 

t— 1 

of 

nt. 

'6 

0) 

bjo 

G 

oj 

4:1 

0 

G 

No.  of  defects  not  treated  I 

Percnt’g 

of 

defects 

treated 

P'rom 

prev. 

year 

New 

X 

Total 

percent. 

dot  lag 

497 

497 

12  left  district 

485 

209 

231 

45 

97.6 

549 

f  0  , ,  , , 

539 

196 

263 

80 

98.2 

(.deanliness  of  head 

84 

84 

fi  »>  >> 

78 

46 

18 

14 

92.8 

Cleanlhit-sss  of  body 

263 

263 

9  >>  >> 

254 

210 

40 

4 

95-6 

Nutrition 

29 

29 

6  M  ,, 

23 

19 

4 

79-3 

?No.se  and  1  hroat 

8 

23 

31 

2  >»  >> 

27 

17 

10 

2 

87.1 

fhxternai  eye  disease 

6 

6 

6 

6 

loo 

har  Disease 
d'eeth 

9 

9 

9 

7 

2 

100 

Heart  &  Circulation 

4 

4 

4 

4 

100 

Lungs 

I 

7 

8 

2  died 

6 

4 

2 

75 

Nervous  Svstem 

I 

I 

I 

I 

loo 

Skin 

32 

32 

32 

32 

100 

ixickets 

2 

2 

2 

I 

I 

100 

Deformities  ... 

2 

5 

7 

2  left  district 

2 

I 

I 

3 

27.6 

r  uberculosis 

6 

6  1 

I  died 

5 

4 

I 

83-3 

non -pulmonary, 

i 

Speecli 

.  .  . 

4 

4 

4 

4 

loo 

Mental  condition 

•  «  • 

Vi -ion  ai'id  squint 

... 

22 

123 

145 

t8  left  district 

1 04 

82 

21 

1 

23 

72.4 

Hearing 

.  .  . 

Miscellaneous 

... 

2 

6 

8 

8 

6 

2 

lOO 

d'otal 

... 

35 

1650 

1685 

68 

1589 

809 

616 

164 

28 

94.3 

X  'I'he  return  should  show  comprehensively  all  defects  found  during  the  year, 
from  whatever  source  derived,  which  required  treatment. 


It  will  be  noted  that  the  figures  in  this  table  are  higher  than  those  for 
the  corresponding  Disease  in  'Table  2,  but  this  is  due  to  the  fact  that  the 
figures  in  Table  4  include  those  defects  found  by  the  School  Nurse  in  the 
course  of  her  ordinary  visits  in  addition  to  those  found  during  Medical 
I  nsneclion. 
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Sanitary  Conditions  and  Equipment  of  Schools. 

As  no  report  of  the  sanitary  condtions  of  the  schools  has  been 
furnished  for  some  years  it  is  necessary  to  refer  to  each  in  detail. 


Fraser  Street  Council  Schools. 

A— Senior  Mixed. 

Warmlng^ — Hot  water,  low  pressure,  satisfactory. 

Ventilation — Natural,  Hopper  windows,  Sheringham  valves  and  roof 
extractors. 

Lighting  —Natural,  satisfactory.  Artificial,  incandescent  gas,  satisfactory. 

B— Junior  Mixed. 

Warming — Hot  water,  low  pressure,  satisfactory. 

Ventilation — Natural,  Hopper  windows,  Sheringham  valves  and  roof 
extractors. 

Lighting — Natural,  satisfactory.  Artificial,  incandescent  gas,  satisfactory. 

C  Infants. 

Warming — Hot  water,  low  pressure,  satisfactory. 

Ventilation — Natural,  Hopper  windows,  Sheringham  valves  and  roof 
extractors,  satisfactory. 

Lighting — Natural,  satisfactory.  Artificial,  incandescent  gas,  satisfactory. 

Cloak  Room  Accommodation — Seniormixed  2  cloak  rooms,  heated,  satisfactor^c 

Junior  2 

Infants  2  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,, 

Ablution — 4  Lavatory  basins  in  each  of  the  mixed  department  cloak  rooms, 
and  3  in  each  of  the  infants. 

Ash  Accommodation— Ash  bins. 

Sanitary  Accommodation — Boys,  6  pedestal  water  closets  and  urinal. 

Girls,  13 

Infants,  Girls,  6  ,,  ,, 

„  Boys.  3 

A  screen  wall  should  be  erected  between  the  entrances  to  the  boys  and 
girlssanitary  conveniences  in  the  Infants  Department. 

The  walls  of  the  urinals  at  the  boys  and  infants  departments  require 
attention,  the  asphalt  at  both  places  having  pulled  away  from  the  wall. 

The  water  closets  are  hand  flushed  by  the  caretaker  and  require  much 
more  attention  on  his  part.  .At  the  time  of  inspection  the  interior  of 
most  of  the  pedestals  and  the  floor  surfaces  of  the  VV.C’s.  and  urinal  were 
dirty.  The  Lavatory  basins  in  nil  departments  are  not  kept  in  a  thoroughly 
clean  condition. 

The  paving  in  each  of  the  play  grounds  is  defective  in  several  places- 
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Stonefield  Council  Schools- 


A— Girls  Department. 

Warming — Hot  water,  low  pressure,  satisfactory. 

Ventilation— Natural,  Hopper  windows,  wall  inlets  and  roof  extractors, 
satisfactory. 

Lighting— Natural,  satisfactorjc  Artificial,  electric  incandescent  globes. 


B— Boys. 


Warming  — Hot  water,  low  pressure,  satisfactory. 

Ventilation — Natural,  Hopper  windows,  wail  inlets  and  roof  extractors. 

Lighting— Natural,  satisfactory.  Artificial,  electric  incandescent  globes. 

Cloak  Room  Accommodation — Boys’  cloak  room,  heated,  satisfactory. 

Girls’ 

Infants’ 


Ablution — 9  lavatory/  basins  in  boys’  and  girls’  department,  and  8  for  infants 
situate  in  cloak  room.  Also  2  basins  in  the  Cookery  Centre  and 
Manuel  Instruction  room. 


Ash  Accommodation— Ashbins. 

Sanitary  Accommodation— Bo^^s,  6  pedestal  water  closets  and  urinal. 

Girls,  14 

Infants  ,5  ,,  ,,  ,,  for  boys  and  urinal. 

Cirls,  5 

These  are  hand  flushed  by  the  caretaker. 


At  the  time  of  inspection  the  interior  of  the  pedestals,  floor  surfaces- 
and  walls  of  the  urinals  were  dirt}^  They  should  receive  more  attention 
from  the  caretaker.  The  lavatory  basins  generally  require  a  more 
thorough  cleansing. 

The  paving  of  all  playgrounds  is  defective  in  places. 


Holy  Trinity  Schools. 

Mixed  Department. 

Warming — Hot  water,  low  pressure,  satisfactory. 

Ventilation — Natural,  Hopper  windows,  Boyles  extractors,  satisfactory. 

Lighting — Natural,  satisfactory.  Artificial,  incandescent,  satisfactory. 

Cloak  Room  Accommodation — Boys’  cloak  room,  heated,  satisfactory. 

Girls’ 

Ablution— 4  lavatory  basins  for  each  sex. 

Ash  Accommodation — Ashbins. 

Sanitary  Accommodation — Boys,  3  pedestal  water  closets  and  urinal. 

Girls,  6  „  .  „ 

5 

These  are  automatically  flushed. 

At  the  time  of  inspection  the  interior  of  pedestals  in  the  boys’  depart¬ 
ment,  and  the  walls  of  the  urinal  were  dirty.  These  should  receive  more 
attention  from  the  caretaker. 
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Infants’  Department. 

Warming — Hot  water,  low  pressure,  and  open  fire,  satisfactory. 

Ventilation — Natural,  Hopper  windows  and  Boyle  extractors,  satisfactory^ 

Lighting — Natural,  satisfactory.  Artificial,  gas  naked  fan  burners. 

Cloak  Room  Accommodation — Boys’  cloak  room  satisfactory,  but  not  heated. 

Gil  Is  ,,  , ,  , , 

Ablution — 3  lavatory  basins. 

Ash  Accommodation — Covered  pit. 

Sanitary  Accommodation — Trough  water  closets  with  6  divisions  Two  of 
these  should  be  reserved  for  use  by  the  boys  and  4  for  the  use  of  the 
girls,  and  the  entrances  kept  separate.  The  walls  and  ceiling  of 
this  school  require  cleansing. 


St.  Luke’s  Schools. 

A — Mixed  Department. 

Warming — Open  fire  places  and  closed  stoves,  satisfactory. 

Ventilation  —Natural,  Hopper  windows,  Sheringham  valves  and  Boyles 
extractors,  satisfactory. 

Lighting — Natural,  satisfactory.  Artificial,  incandescent  gas,  satisfactory, 

B— Infants’  Department. 

Warming— Closed  stove  and  open  fire  place,  satisfactory. 

Ventilation — Natural,  Hopper  windows,  Sheringham  valves  and  Boyles 
extractors,  satisfactory. 

Lighting — Natural,  satisfactory.  Artificial,  naked  fan  gas  burners. 

Cloak  Room  Accommodation — Boys’  cloak  room,  satisfactory,  not  wmrmed. 

Girls’ 

Infants  „  ,,  ,, 

Ablution — 3  lavatory  basins  in  boys  and  girls  cloak  room,  and  2  basins  in 
the  infants. 

Ash  Accommodation— Covered  ashpit. 

Sanitary  Accommodation—  Girls  and  infants,  trough  water  closets,  8  divisions 
and  urinal.  Boys,  trough  water  closets,  4  divisions  and  urinal. 
These  are  automatically  flushed. 

At  the  time  of  inspection  all  floors  and  the  walls  of  both  urinals  were 
dirty.  These  should  receive  more  attention  from  the  caretaker.  The 
lavatory  basins  in  the  boys’  department  were  also  in  a  dirty  condition.  A 
portion  of  the  plaster  of  the  ceiling  in  the  infants’  cloakroom  is  defective. 


St.  Leonard’s  School. 

Warming.'— Hot  water,  low  pressure,  satisfactory. 

Ventilation — Natural,  hopper  and  ordinary  windows,  and  openings  in  roof 
satisfactory. 

Lighting  Natural,  satisfactory.  Artificial,  incandescent  gas,  satisfactory. 
Cloak  Room  Accommodation — Bo3^s  cloak  room,  sufficiently  heated. 
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Ablution — 3  Lavatory  basins  for  each  department. 

Ash  Accommodation— 5  ashbins. 

Sanitary  Accommodation  -Girls,  trough  water  closets,  6  divisions. 

Boys,  ,  ,,  5  ),  and  urinal. 

These  are  automatically  flushed. 

At  the  time  of  inspection  the  seats  and  floors  of  the  boys  sanitary 
conveniences  and  the  walls  and  floors  of  the  urinal  were  dirt}^  and  very 
■offensive. 

d  he  paving  in  both  playgrounds  is  badly  broken  and  should  receive 
immediate  attention. 


St.  Edward’s  Schools. 

Warming — Closed  stoves  and  open  fire  places,  satisfactor}^ 

Ventilation — Natural,  Hopper  windows,  Tobin  tubes  and  openings  in  roof, 
satisfactory. 

Lighting — Natural,  satisfactory.  Artificial,  incandescent  gas,  satisfactory. 

Cloak  Room  Accommodation — Boys  cloak  room,  sufficient  but  not  heated. 

Girls  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,, 

Ablution — 3  lavatory  basins  in  each  department,  sufficient. 

Ash  Accommodation— Ashbins. 

Sanitary  Accommodation — Girls,  trough  water  closets,  8  divisions. 

Boys  ,,  ,,  ,,  2  ,,  and  urinals 

These  are  automatically  flushed. 

At  the  time  of  inspection  the  floors  and  walls  of  the  boys’  urinal  were 
in  a  dirty  condition.  A  greater  portion  of  the  cement  rendering  has  fallen 
off  the  walls  and  the  brickwork  underneath  this  is  defective.  The  walls 
and  ceiling  of  this  school  require  cleansing. 


St,  Martin’s  Schools. 

Mixed  Department. 

Warming--  Hot  water,  low  pressure  ;  closed  stoves  and  open  fireplace. 
Ventilation — Natural.  Hopper  windows  and  Boyles  extractors,  satisfactory. 
Lighting — Natural,  satisfactory.  Artificial,  incandescent  gas,  satisfactory. 

Infants  Department. 

Warming — Hot  water,  low  pressure. 

Ventilation — Natural,  Hopper  window  and  Boyle’s  extractors. 

Lighting — Natural,  satisfactory.  Artificial,  incandescent  gaS: 

Cloak  Room  Accommodation— Boys  cloak  room,  satisfactory  but  not  heated. 

Girls  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,, 

Infants  ,,  „  „  „ 

Ablution — 2  lavatory  basins  in  each  cloak  room. 

Ash  Accommodation — Covered  ashpit. 

Sanitary  Accommodation — Boys’  trough  water  closets,  6  divisions  and  urinal. 

Girls’  and  Infants’,  trough  water  closets,  6  divisions. 
These  are  automatically  flushed. 

At  the  time  of  inspection  the  interior  of  the  troughs  and  floors  of  the 
water  closets  were  dirty,  also  the  floors  and  walls  of  both  urinals.  The 
lavatory  basins  in  both  schools  were  dirty. 
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St.  Saviour’s  Schools. 

Mixed  and  Infants  Department, 

Warming — Open  fireplace  and  hot  water,  low  pressure.  The  heating  in 
classroom  j  and  the  top  portion  of  the  main  room  is  insufficient. 

Ventilation— Natural,  Hopper  windows  and  opening  in  roof. 

Lighting — Natural,  satisfactory.  Artificial,  incandescent  gas.  This  is 
insufficient  in  the  senior  department  and  inverted  burners  should  be 
provided  in  place  of  the  present  upright  ones. 

Cloak  Room  Accommodation — Boy’s  cloak  room,  sufficient. 

Girl’s  ^  „ 

Infants’  ,,  ., 

Ablution — 2  lavatory  basins  in  each  cloak  room. 

Ash  Accommodation — 2  iron  ashbins. 

Sanitary  Convenience — Girls  and  Infants,  trough  water  closets,  6  divisions, 
and  urinal.  Boys,  trough  water  closets,  3  divisions  and  urinal. 

The  door  frames  of  several  W.C’s.  require  attention.  The  cement 
rendering  on  the  walls  of  both  urinals  are  defective,  and  at  the  time  of 
inspection  the  interior  of  the  troughs  and  the  floors  and  walls  of  the  urinals 
were  dirty.  The  paving  in  front  of  both  sets  of  sanitary  accommodation 
is  sunk  and  defective,  and  allows  the  water  to  lodge  in  pools.  The  interiors 
of  the  pedestals  and  the  wails  and  floor  of  the  urinal  Avere  dirty.  The 
playground  is  defectiA^e  in  seA’eral  places. 


Ettingshall  Council  Schools. 

A — Mixed  Department. 

Warming — Hot  AA-ater,  low  pressure,  satisfactory. 

Ventilation — Hopper  windows,  Tobin  tubes  and  Boyles  extractors, 
satisfactory. 

Lighting — Natural,  satisfactory.  Artificial,  incandescent  gas  in  classrooms, 

B — Infants  Department. 

V/armlng—  Hot  AA-ater,  Ioav  pressure  satisfactory. 

Ventilation — Hopper  windoAvs,  Tobin  tubes  and  Boyles  extractors, 
satisfactory'. 

Lighting — Natural,  satisfactory.  Artificial  incandescent  gas  in  classroom. 

Cloak  Room  Accommodation— Boys’  cloak  room,  heated  sufficient. 

Girls  ,,  ,, 

Infants  „  ,, 

Ablution — 2  lavatory  basins  in  each  cloak  room,  insufficient. 

Ash  Accommodation— 2  ashbins. 

Sanitary  Accommodation — Girls  and  Infants,  10  pedestal  closets. 

Boys  2 

These  are  hand  flushed. 

Iron  sheeting  on  walls  of  urinals  commencing  to  decay. 
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It  will  be  seen  that  in  nearly  every  school  the  condition  of  the 
sanitary  conveniencesis  very  unsatisfactory  and  reflects  upon  the  care¬ 
takers.  The  latter  should  be  more  directly  under  the  control  of  the 
Head  Teacher.  It  is  idle,  and  worse  than  idle,  to  attempt  to  teach 
cleanliness  and  decent  habits  to  children  in  the  schools  when  object 
lessons,  the  very  reverse,  are  frequently  allowed  to  exist  before  their 
eyes  for  days  and  weeks  together. 

It  is  true  the  Regulations  state  that  “The  Head  Teacher  will  be 
held  responsible  for  the  general  cleanliness  of  the  School  Premises, 
and  also  for  seeing  that  the  means  of  warming  and  ventilation,  are 
made  proper  use  of,  and  that  the  sanitary  conveniences  are  kept  in  a 
cleanly  state  and  in  proper  working  order,”  but  this  implies  a  more 
definite  authority  over  the  Caretaker  than  the  Head  Teacher  appears 
to  possess.  It  would  seem  that  the  School  Managers  are  more 
directly  responsible, for  the  RegulationSL,_place_a  definite  duty  upon 
them — a  duty  which,  at  least  in  the  case  of  the  Council  Schools, 
seems  to  be  overlooked.  Regulation  5  provides  that  “The  Managers 
shall  exercise  a  general  supervision  over  all  duties  of  the  caretaker, 
and  should  in  particular,  see  that  he  keeps  the  School,  Offices, 
Closets,  Latrines,  and  Playgrounds  clean,  &c.,”  and  Regulation  6 
requires  “consideration  at  each  Meeting  of  the  Managers  of  the  con¬ 
duct  of  the  Caretaker  in  each  School.”  It  is  certainly  desirable  that 
these  duties  should  be  systematically  and  regularly  carried  out, 

Medical  Treatment  of  School  Children. 

Under  the  provisions  of  the  Education  x\ct,  1918  and  the 
M  inistry  of  Health  Act,  1919,  it  is  made  compulsory  upon  the 
Education  Authority  from  April  ist  of  this  year,  to  arrange  for  treat¬ 
ment  following  upon  Medical  Inspection  of  Children  in  the  School. 
A  scheme  must  be  presented  to  the  Board  of  Education  for  approval 
and  adoption.  Two  methods  of  dealing  with  the  problem,  either  of 
which  will  involve  large  expenditure,  are  possible  : — • 

1  _ To  provide  and  equip  a  proper  Clinic,  with  some  beds 

attached  for  children  to  remain  one  or  two  days  after  opera¬ 
tion,  and  where  minor  ailments,  dental  decay,  etc.,  can  be 
dealt  with  orf' 

2  _ To  make  arrangements  for  such  treatment  at  Institutions 

(e.g.,  General  Infirmary,  Eye  Hospital,  &c.)  by  payment  of 
agreed  fees. 

As  the  tenancy  of  the  present  School  Clinic  and  Welfare  Centre 
is  to  end  in  June,  it  is  desirable  that  suitable  premises  should  at  once 
be  secured  where  the  work  can  be  continued.  It  is  probable  that 
two  School  Nurses,  together  with  clerical  assistance,  will  then  be 
necessary.  The  engagement  of  the  present  School  Nurse,  by  resolu- 
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tion  of  the  Education  Committee,  ends  three  months  after  the  term¬ 
ination  of  the  War.  When  the  new  appointments  are  made  it  is  hoped 
to  arrange  for  the  co-ordination  of  the  work  between  the  School 
Medical  Service  and  the  Health  Visitors  in  the  Public  Health 
Department.  The  staff  at  present  consists  only  of  the  School  Medical 
Officer  and  one  School  Nurse. 

The  Board  of  Education  is  preparing  draft  regulations  consolid¬ 
ating  various  previous  regulations  dealing  with  the  medical  inspection 
and  treatment  of  children  attending  Elementary  Schools,  the  provi¬ 
sion  of  meals,  physical  training,  evening  play  centres  and  schools  for 
the  blind,  deaf,  defective  and  epileptic  children.  All  these  services 
will  be  taken  into  account  in  determining  the  single  grant  which  will 
in  future  be  paid  to  Education  Authorities  and  the  provisions  of 
these  Acts  must  be  closely  co-ordinated  and  developed  under  a 
common  policy. 

The  Education  Authority  under  the  Act  is  empowered  to  aid 
Camps,  Baths,  Playing  Fields,  and  Physical  Training  generally  by 
subsidies,  and  to  provide  open  air  schools. 


Defective  Yisiop. 

The  following  Table  shows  the  amount  and  nature  of  defective 
sight  found  in  inspection,  among  the  children.  It  is  to  be  regretted 
that  the  voluntary  scheme  of  dealing  with  this  serious  condition  in 
the  schools  has  been  abondoned  before  any  permanent  scheme  was 
inaugurated.  The  funds,  I  am  informed,  are  exhausted. 


Vision. 

Leavers. 

Interm 

ediates 

Total 

1086 

1 

% 

Number 

Inspected. 

B 

280 

G 

290 

B 

268 

G 

248 

6/6  each  eye 

157 

168 

142 

J46 

613 

56.45 

„  R 

46 

39 

54 

45 

184 

16.94 

„  L 

50 

41 

52 

35 

178 

16.39 

6/9  R 

55 

55 

67 

50 

227 

20.9 

„  L 

43 

47 

64 

56 

210 

19-33 

6/ 12  R 

10 

rl 

3 

5 

29 

2.67 

„  L 

1 1 

16 

4 

7 

38 

3-49 

6/i8  R 

4 

9 

I 

I 

15 

1.38 

„  L 

6 

8 

2 

3 

19 

1-75 

6/24  R 

3 

6 

1 

I 

II 

1. 01 

„  F 

8 

7 

2 

17 

1.56 

6/36  R 

5 

2 

7 

.64 

„  L 

5 

3 

2 

I 

1 1 

1. 01 

6/60  R 

i  „  L 
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Child  Labour  Control 


The  Education  Act,  1918,  deals  with  the  question  of  Juvenile 
Employment.  After  April  ist  of  this  year 

1 —  No  child  under  12  shall  be  employed  in  any  work. 

2 —  Children  over  12  years  of  age  may  not  be  employed: — 

(a)  On  Sundays  for  more  than  two  hours. 

(b)  On  School  Days  before  the  close  of  School  Hours 
(except  under  special  Bye-law). 

(c)  On  any  day  before  6  a.m.  and  after  8  p.m. 

3 —  Children  under  14  shall  not  be  employed  in  Street  Trading. 

Head  'Feachers  should  be  instructed  to  forward  to  me  a  list  of 
all  employed  children  in  their  schools,  and  a  careful  watch  should  be 
kept  on  the  employment  of  children  by  their  parents. 

The  Health  of  the  School  Children  during  the  past  year  has 
continued  good  and  the  general  condition  satisfactory,  notwithstand¬ 
ing  the  continuance  of  rationing  of  various  foods  including  fats  and 
sugar,  etc.  This,  no  doubt,  is  largely  owing  to  the  high  wages  paid 
and  the  absence  of  poverty.  The  most  urgent  need  now  is  to  provide 
treatment  of  physical  defects,  chief  of  which,  I  think,  and  probably 
the  most  urgent,  is  decay  of  teeth. 


Yours  faithfully, 


T.  RIDLEY  BAILEY, 


School  Medical  Officer. 


Bilston, 

March  29th,  1920. 
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